
First Grade 
 

Writing Experiences Summary: 

As students in 1st grade develop writing skills, they should actively engage in group and 

individual writing activities, where the focus is on helping them understand writing and drawing 

as a means for communication with others and as an important tool to support their own 

thinking and learning. Students should be exposed to and prompted to produce writing for a 

range of purposes (to entertain, to explain, to persuade). These text types including narratives 

(retellings of events they have experienced or fictional stories) as well as responses to narratives, 

pieces of expository writing (shopping lists and notes/letters/pictures to classmates or adults in 

the community), and informational texts (such as ‘how-to’ books, and diagrams and pictures that 

generate, represent, or express information). Conceptualized broadly, these writing experiences 

for our youngest learners should include opportunities to narrate or dictate their stories and 

ideas to an adult who is writing it down, draw and illustrate their ideas, especially making 

connections from read-alouds to writing. In these earliest years, we expect the use of invented 

spelling as part of the developmental progression. In addition to beginning to acquire alphabetic 

and orthographic skills—the letter-sound connections and the letter combinations—students in 

1st grade should begin to learn about how technology and digital tools for writing can increase 

learning and communication (e.g., use technology to write, draw, and explore concepts; 

continue to explore keyboards, etc.). Please see the Lifelong Practices for Writers for examples 

of important lifelong writing habits that should begin in the early years and continue through life. 

 

 

• Write an opinion on a topic or personal experience; give two or more reasons to support 

that opinion. 

•  Write an informative/explanatory text to introduce a topic, supplying some facts to 

develop points, and provide some sense of closure. 

•  Write narratives which recount real or imagined experiences or events or a short 

sequence of events. 

•  Create a response to a text, author, theme or personal experience (e.g., poem, 

dramatization, artwork, or other). 

• Recall and represent relevant information from experiences or gather information from 

provided sources to answer a question in a variety of ways. 


